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What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of a trademark?
Hughes, 2014, defines a trademark as recognizable symbols, words, phrases that differentiate a specific legal product from other products. A trademark serves to identify a product with the company that it belongs to and also helps the company in recognizing the ownership of the brand. The advantage of a trademark is that it enables the company to enjoy exclusive rights over the ownership of all of its products. Second, a trademark helps to establish trust and goodwill between the company and the customers. It helps to create awareness of the quality of goods and services that a company offers. Lastly, a trademark helps in the creation of assets. A legally registered trademark can either be sold or can be commercially contracted. The disadvantages of a trademark are that it needs could be lost if it is not renewed. Thus, the owner of the trademark has to protect it by renewing after every particular interval. The owner has to pay some fees for renewal fees for all the products covered after the registration expires.
How do you see trademarks being used in your informatics, new media, or paralegal career?
I see trademarks being used in new media to protect the services and products of a new medial from piracy through copyrights.  Copyright helps an original product, work, or service. Thus, I see a trademark being used in media to brand products and services of new media. This gives the media advantage in marketing its products and services. It makes them distinguishable from other products (Hughes, 2014). More so, it protects the products and services from copy by established media. Thus, I have seen a trademark as a big factor that has enabled new media to grow due to the protection of its inventions and creativities by the trademark.
Is registering for a trademark easier more difficult or easier than you thought?
I found registering for a trademark to be easier than I thought. The process of registering is easy and straightforward. It only needs filing for the application of the trademark online. The process is pretty easy, and it does not take time. Within 90 minutes, the process is already over. More so, I found that the process does not necessarily require a lawyer to accomplish it. This is because every bit of information required in the application is straightforward and easy. The other reason why I found registering a trademark being easier is that the benefits of registration exceedingly outweigh the disadvantages (Hughes, 2014).
Will it be easy or difficult for you to select a trademark that is "distinctive"?
It isn't very easy for someone to select a distinctive trademark. There are millions of trademarks around the world, and one may think their trademarks are distinctive only to find others similar to theirs. However, it is possible to achieve the distinctive nature of a trademark. Either through being inherently distinctive or acquiring distinctive through continued use over time. Through being distinctive, one must be very creative and do more research to ensure the uniqueness of their trademarks. Through continued use over time, the method relies on promotion and advertisements (Hughes, 2014). Here, other trademarks that may be similar or close to yours are compressed to achieve distinctiveness.
Are there trademarks that you think are particularly clever or fanciful that you wish you had thought of yourself?
Some trademarks are fanciful and clever. For instance, those trademarks that contain arbitrary marks are very appealing and very strong. Arbitrary marks consist of phrases or words which have a known meaning but not related to the product you are offering. For example, the phone company called "Apple." Again, fanciful marks in a trademark are brilliant and intriguing. Fanciful marks are phrases or words with no known definition, a made-up word (Hughes, 2014). These words are strong since it is hard to find a prototype. An example of these trademarks includes; "LMS" "IKEA." Choosing a unique trademark makes your business and brand stand out.
What are some of the dangers of not doing adequate research before selecting a domain name and/or a trademark?
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are several dangers associated with weak research when selecting a trademark or a domain. First, you can end up using a logo that is similar to another. This fact may lead you to stand a risk of losing your customers to that business. One can also choose a long domain name. Although some business has long business names, it is not a good idea to have a lengthy domain name. A shorter and more appealing name will sell your trademark and make it more memorable. Not researching correctly can also make someone chose a domain name that is associated with their trademark, which may cause trademark conflicts, thus invoking the legal process. One can lose the domain name through a UDRP process (Hughes, 2014).
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